MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

IN THE VILLAGE OFFICE

July 13, 2020
The regular meeting of the Village Board, of the Village of Strum, Wisconsin, Trempealeau County, was held in the Village office on Monday, July 13, 2020.
Meeting called to order: 

The meeting was called to order by the Village President, Dean Boehne at 6:30 p.m.  Village Clerk, Michelle Loken, took the minutes of the meeting.  The following board members were present:  Berge, Thompson, Stendahl, Heidenreich and Bjerke.  Nelson arrived at 6:34 p.m.
Open Meeting Law Requirements Have Been Complied With:
President Boehne announced the open meetings law requirements have been met for the meeting.
Approval of minutes: 

A motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Stendahl to approve the minutes from the regular Village Board Meeting held on June 14, 2020, as printed.  Motion carried.

Reports from officers:   
A. Zoning Commissioner:
a. Virtual Architect – 111 – 5th Ave N. – Sign Permit: A motion was made by Stendahl and seconded by Thompson to approve the sign permit.  Motion carried.
B. Clerk:
a. Operator’s License – Chandra E. Haas – Countryside Cooperative:  A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Thompson to approve the Operator’s License.  Motion carried.
Committees:  
A. Personnel Committee:
a. The Flexible Time off Report was reviewed.  Comp time is being used as best as it can be.  It was noted that Gary Barone needs to start using his Comp time that has been built up.
B. Public Welfare:  
a. Update from June 30, 2020 Meeting:  
i. Crystal Lake Beach Improvement Project – The Committee recommended that the village use rip rap solely and not concrete on the beach.  The bath house should be demolished and have a handicapped portable toilet there for the summer.
ii. Viking Hill and Rod & Gun Club Trail – The Village Board is in support of doing improvements to the trial.  Stendahl is planning on getting some individuals together to clear out some brush and work on the trail.
iii. Discussion and Potential Approval of Buffalo River Water Quality Trading Project to Bid Out – A motion by Stendahl and seconded by Nelson to strike the portion regarding rock size and go with the larger rock and approve the project.  Motion carried.
iv. Discussion and Potential Approval of Buffalo River Water Quality Trading Project Expedited DNR Permit with Increased Fees – A motion was made by Stendahl and seconded by Nelson to expedite the permit with the DNR to get the project started sooner.  Motion carried.
v. Discussion of the Village’s Role in the Water Quality Trading Credits to other Municipalities – We have been notified that there are communities downstream that will benefit by purchasing credits from us.  We will consider a price and selling them at a later date.
C. Public Safety:

a. Residential Yard Junk:  There are a few properties in the village that are accumulating junk and waste on their property.  The ordinances need to be looked at revised if needed.
b. Run-Off from North American Fly:  Discussion on the run-off behind the North American Fly building on 5th Ave S.  A motion was made by Berge and seconded by Stendahl to send a letter drafted by Heidenreich signed by all of the Village Board members to Leland Christianson regarding the concern of the run-off.  Motion carried.
D. Finance Committee:
a. Discussion of the financing that was offered to the village by Citizens Community Federal was a 5 year loan at 3.25% or a 10 year loan at 3.5%.  A motion by Thompson and seconded by Heidenreich to secure a 10 year loan for the purchase of the Village’s half of the new fire truck at 3.5% interest.  Motion carried.
b. The layout of the Strum Elementary property was discussed with Gareth Shambow of Ayres Associates.  Shambow had three options that he came up with for the best fit of the lots.  He will continue research the best ways for drainage and maximum use of the lots.  A motion was made by Stendahl and seconded by Nelson to approve Ayres do an assessment on the three options that were given to the board.  Motion was carried.  A motion was made by Berge and seconded by Thompson to remove the tennis courts and make into a lot.  Motion was opposed by Heidenreich.  Motion was carried.
E. Joint Sewer Commission:  
a. Nelson will be setting up a Commission meeting soon.
F. Miscellaneous:

a. There was a residential complaint that Berge received regarding garbage being in Woodland Park.  The garbage cans were removed and there has been garbage left by the playground area.  The Public Works department has had it brought to their attention and has put the garbage receptacle back and picked up the garbage.  This will be monitored more closely in future.
b. The Welcome to Strum sign on the East side of town is becoming faded.  It is unsure as to when and who put the sign up.  Stendahl will talk with George Johnson to see if he recalls anything.
c. The Village Board wanted to give a heartfelt Thank You to the Strum Unity Fire Department and Mike Studebaker for the wonderful fireworks display on July 3rd over Crystal Lake.  There were many positive comments. 
G. Roll call vote to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(c) to discuss Village employee concerns.  Berge – yes, Thompson – yes, Nelson – yes, Stendahl – yes, Heidenreich – yes, Bjerke – yes, and Boehne – yes.  

Thereupon, discussion was held in closed session.  

H. Roll call vote to adjourn closed session and reconvene into open session to render any decision made in closed session.  Berge – yes, Thompson – yes, Nelson – yes, Stendahl – yes, Heidenreich – yes, Bjerke – yes, and Boehne – yes.  

I. Approval of Vouchers:  A motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Stendahl to pay the following bills.  Check #’s 4644 thru 4694.   Motion carried.

Adjournment:  A motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Nelson to adjourn at 9:45 p.m.  Motion carried.


_____________________________________________

Dean Boehne, Village President

_____________________________________________


Michelle Loken, Village Clerk

