MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

IN THE VILLAGE OFFICE

March 13, 2017
The regular meeting of the Village Board, of the Village of Strum, Wisconsin, Trempealeau County, was held in the Village office on Monday, March 13, 2017.
Meeting called to order: 

The meeting was called to order by the Village President, Dean Boehne at 6:30 p.m.  Village Deputy Clerk, Louise Loken, took the minutes of the meeting.  The following board members were present:  Gerritts, Thompson, Windjue, Nelson and Stendahl.  Booth was absent.

Open Meeting Law Requirements Have Been Complied With:
President Boehne announced the open meetings law requirements have been met for the meeting.
Approval of minutes: 

A motion was made by Gerritts and seconded by Nelson to approve the minutes from the regular Village Board Meeting held on February 13, 2017, as printed.  Motion carried.

Appearances by Citizens and Others:  
A. Beef River Pacesetters 4-H Project – Carol Walsh appeared on behalf of the Beef River Pacesetters 4-H Club to discuss setting up a Petting Zoo on May 6, possibly on the vacant lot across from the Village Hall or at the Immanuel Lutheran Church Parking lot.  This would be a community service project for the 4-H members and a free will donation basket set out for the Trempealeau County Human Society.  A motion was made by Gerritts and seconded by Nelson to approve the 4-H community service project.  Motion carried.

Reports from officers:
A. Police Chief:  Nothing to report.
B. Zoning Commissioner:  Nothing to report.
C. Clerk:  
a. Spring Primary Election Update – 137 Voters which is about 15% turnout for the Village.  The day went smooth without any voter issues.

b. Operator’s License:  Lori Lynn Sluga – Countryside Cooperative – A motion was made by Gerritts and seconded by Thompson to approve an Operator’s License.  Motion carried.

Reports from Committees:

A. Personnel:  
a. The Personnel Committee will decide on a meeting date and let Boehne know when the date will be.

B. Finance:  

a. Possible sale of lots in Prairie East Addition – Josh Stendahl presented to the board the possibility of combining Lot # 29 and Lot #30 in the Prairie East Addition into one saleable lot.  Stendahl was asking for a reduced cost of the smaller lot and suggested $30,000.00 as a fair price for both lots.  Boehne said a letter should be sent to the Prairie East Addition property owners as to this request.  Further discussion will be at the next board meeting, April 10th.

C. Public Works: 
a. Progress on Water Tower – Brad Olson met with Lane Tank, C.T.W. Corporation and Tonka regarding the maintenance of the water tower while it is being restored.  The restoration will take approximately three weeks and at that time extra hours will be spent with manual labor at the water plant.  Sometime late August and early September is the time frame to do the project.
D. Public Safety:  Nothing to report.
E. Public Welfare:  
a. Set Campground meeting – March 30th at 5:30 pm.

b. Update on baseball field and concession stand – a combined meeting on March 30th at 5:30 pm regarding the budget proposal and ideas of renovation of concession stand.
F. Solid Waste Management:  Nothing to report.
G. Library Board Report: 
a. Thompson reported that on the annual report 12,452 books were checked out this past year.  This was approximately 1,000 fewer books than previous years.

H. Joint Sewage Commission:  
a. Shore Land Restoration – Kirstie Heidenreich, Planning & Conservation Specialist and Tess Johnson, Conservation Engineering Specialist, presented to the Village Board two options:  (1) purchase a 1.2 million dollar filter, or (2) stabilizing our shoreline by preserving the native vegetation.  Native shoreland vegetation traps and filters sediment and debris from rainfall, slows the flow of runoff preventing erosion, and aids in geese abatement, by planting thick vegetation to discourage nesting.  It’s necessary to apply for a DNR permit for installation of riprap.  Ms. Heidenreich suggested we create a “Lake Association” fund to raise money for the restoration.  She stated that the estimated project cost would be $20,000.  The board decided that we will look at our budget before making any decisions and also test for how much phosphorus is in the lake.  

I. Miscellaneous:  
a. Insurance:  Boehne stated that our property insurance is switched to Tricore Insurance.  It was a fair amount of savings on the cost of liability and property insurance.  A good decision made.

Approval of Vouchers and Journal Entries:  A motion was made by Gerritts and seconded by Thompson to pay the following bills and approve all journal entries.  Check 38011 thru 38058.   Motion carried.

Adjournment:  A motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Nelson to adjourn at 8:30 p.m.  Motion carried.


_____________________________________________

Dean Boehne, Village President

_____________________________________________


Louise Loken, Deputy Village Clerk/Treasurer
