MINUTES OF REGULAR BOARD MEETING
VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

IN THE VILLAGE COMMUNITY ROOM
September 11, 2023
The regular meeting of the Village Board, of the Village of Strum, Wisconsin, Trempealeau County, was held in the Village Community Room on Monday, September 11, 2023.
Meeting called to order: 

The meeting was called to order by the Village President, Dean Boehne at 6:30 p.m.  Village Clerk, Michelle Loken, took the minutes of the meeting.  The following board members were present:  Berge, Thompson, Nelson, Bjerke and Rindal.  Stendahl was absent.
Open Meeting Law Requirements Have Been Complied with:
President Boehne announced the open meetings law requirements have been met for the meeting.
Approval of minutes: 

A motion was made by Berge and seconded by Thompson to approve the minutes from the regular Village Board Meeting held on August 14, 2023, as printed.  Motion carried.

Appearances by Citizens and Others:   

A. No appearances.  
Reports from officers:   
A. Clerk’s Report:  
a. Operator’s License:  Mary Ann Rehberg – M & M Bar - A motion was made by Berge and seconded by Thompson to approve the operator’s license.  Motion carried.

Committees:  
A. Personnel Committee:
a. The flexible time off was reviewed.
B. Public Works:
a. Alley Construction Project:  Gareth Shambeau of Ayres Associates presented the #3 pay application from Gerke Excavating.  A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Thompson to pay the #3 Pay Application in the amount of $262,216.03.  Motion carried.  Change order #2 was submitted for review.  The change order included additional time and materials for exploratory work in the amount of $10,663.50, additional cost for 2” water service and 1.5” water services in the amount of $6,973.60, additional curb and gutter replacement in the amount of $1,787.39 and extension of substantial completion deadline allowing 15 working days (21 calendar days).  A motion was made by Berge and seconded by Thompson to approve change order #2 in the amount of $19,424.49.  Motion carried.  
Shambeau also discussed the contract that we have with Ayres for the project.  The project estimate was to cover approximately 16 days of onsite with an engineer.  The actual was 35 days.  The approximate overage in engineering fees is $32,000.00.  This is due to the issues with the uncertainty of the location of the sewer lines.  Shambeau wanted the board to be aware of this.
C. Joint Sewerage Commission:  
a. WPDES Permit:  Olson reported that the WPDES expires March 31, 2025, and the committee will need to start looking at the permit application process.  There are also new testing requirements that will need to be done.  The committee will schedule a meeting to discuss the direction they will take.
D. Miscellaneous:
a. Community Room Update:  Once again, Berge stated that he will contact Libersky to complete the project.
b. Little House/Plans:  Nelson brought up the little house on the corner.  He was wondering what the plans were for the building.  That little house will stay but the smaller house/shed will be burned by the fire department this winter.
c. Pickleball Court:  Berge stated that the pickleball court on Spruce Street has been painted and has been used by the community.  He was asking the board if the portable net could be left up instead of taking it down every time.  The board was fine with that but will not be responsible if it is damaged or stolen.
d. Roll call vote to go into closed session pursuant to Wisconsin State Statute 19.85(1)(g) Conferring with legal counsel for the government body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning a strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved.  Berge – yes, Thompson – yes, Stendahl – absent, Nelson – yes, Bjerke – yes, Rindal – yes and Boehne – yes.  

Thereupon, discussion was held in closed session.  

Roll call vote to adjourn closed session and reconvene into open session to render any decision made in closed session, if any.  Berge – yes, Thompson – yes, Stendahl – absent, Nelson – yes, Bjerke – yes, Rindal – yes and Boehne – yes.   

Motion by Berge and seconded by Thompson to send a certified letter to the property owner encouraging them to build a fence or remove the garage based on our legal opinion.  Motion carried.

Approval of Vouchers:  A motion was made by Thompson and seconded by Nelson to pay the following bills.  Check #’s 6589 thru 6628.   Motion carried.

Adjournment:  A motion was made by Nelson and seconded by Bjerke to adjourn at 7:57 p.m.  Motion carried.


_____________________________________________

Dean Boehne, Village President

_____________________________________________


Michelle Loken, Village Clerk
