Strum is located at the northern end of Trempealeau County.
This is a long, narrow county extending from the glaciated Eau
Claire County to the Mississippi River at its southern end -
roughly seventy miles.

The area was dubbed "Trempealeau”, which means "foot or feet
in the water®, by French Voyageurs because one of our "mountains”
descended into the waters of the Mississippi River.

Trempealeau County is in the "driftless area," an area not
covered by the great glacier. This accounts for our high hills
and deep valleys called "Coulees”. The hille are covered with
hardwood trees, largely white and red oak. There are large
smatterings of pine, maple, birch, linden and in the southern end
of the county, hickory.

All of these wooded areas provide shelter to thousands of
white tailed deer and raw material for Strum’s two wood working
plants. There are also large numbers of opossums, raccoons,
squirrels, rabbits and wild turkeys. More recently we have an
increased number of coyotes. Mountain lions, lynx, and black
bear have been sighted.

our streams provide German browns and rainbows trout in good
numbers. Because Trempealeau is so long there are many climatic
lines of demarcation. ©One such line is just north of strum. On
the south side of that imaginary line, the roads may be wet with
rain. On the north, the road could be slick with what we call
“black ice". This makes for extremely treacherous winter
driving. ”

our county seat, Whitehall, is just seventeen miles south of
Strum. The lawns there are green a week to ten days ahead of
ours.

Strum is located on the Buffalo River, popularly called
the"Beef"| (Modern day cartographers have seen fit to change the
name from the French "Bouef" (meaning Buffalo and pronounced
"Beaf" to its present name. I am, perscnally sorry that this
change was made. The name change loses a lot of historical
flavor.

There is evidence to support that the Buffalo River was at
one time much wider than it now is. Strum, for instance rests on
pure drift sand. The area from Fairchild to Mondovi was once
called the "sand prairie” and is suggestive of an old river bed.
It was non-productive except for a goodly supply of sandburrs,
tumbleweed and pocket gophers. Each strong wind produced sand
storms.

During the "dust bowl"” of the great drought of the early
1930’s, the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC’s) planted rows of
pine trees for wind barricades. Today that once worthless area
has pine plantations, lush fields of corn and soy beans. A more
recent crop is ginseng.

Another evidence of a much wider stream bed is a shale
deposit at the north edge of Strum. This deposit is an excellent
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source of trilobyte fossils. Trilobytes were ancient water
inhabiting crustaceans.

The topography of the strum area was attractive to Norwegian
immigrants. Its rolling hills and deep valleys closely resembled
that of southern Norway.

Early settlers in the mid 1800’s found no substantial tree
growth. The native Americans, it was said, had burned the
hillsides in order to promote the growth of the wild berries.
Early homes were mere "dug outs® in hillsides. Later, the
lumbering industry in Eau Claire and Chippewa Counties provided
dimension timbers for home construction. As witness to the lack
of timber, my mother, who was born in 1885, told me that she
could clearly see the Chimney Rock (an historic landmark) from
her home roughly four nmiles away.

Strum was settled in the mid 1800’s as a trading post on the
north side of the Buffalo River. One of those dwellings still
exists, and serves as a two family home.

Though the settlement was near the banks of the Buffalo
River, no attempt appears to have been made to harness it for
water power. There ig, however, evidence to support that Johnson
Creek (a tributary whose mouth is within village limits) was

dammed for such power.
There was little growth to the settlement until the late

1800’s. In 1888, the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha
(CSTPM and ©) railway line, extending from Fairchild to Mondovi,
was completed. Major growth then occurred, but now on the south
gide of the river. Proximity to the railroad caused a
mushrooming -of businesses.

In a relatively short time (as years go) a bustling business
community developed along a wide main street: mercantile stores,
hotel, restaurants, taverns, butcher shops, millinery stores,
livery stables, drug stores. There were at one time five grain
elevators all of which ground feed (oats and corn) for the
rapidly growing dairy industry. ©None of these mills, however,
ground wheat for flour. This had to be imported, much more
easily now with the coming of the railway. Before that horse
drawn lumber wagons provided the transportation. _

About 1914 a disastrous fire wiped out most of the business
district on the east side of main street. It was relatively
quickly rebuilt this time of masonry.

Over the years Strum has grown in area - the latest
annexation was the 1995 Pine Street Addition.

Until 1948, Strum had no government of its own. It was a
part of the Town of Unity and hence governed by the Town Board.

In that year successful efforts to incorporate Strum were
completed., Strum became an official village in 1948.

At the onset of its new government, the village was
essentially "broke”. There were two employees: The clerk and a
"jack of all trades” worker. The latter served in areas from
police work to street sweeper. The sweeping of streets was a
"push broom" affair. Strum had absolutely no egquipment nor money
with which to buy any.

over the years the village has developed a machine
replacement plan. We pride ourselves, today, in having adequate
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machines in excellent condition, trading upward in a planned
number of years for each police car, truck, etc.

Oour staff has increased. We now have two full time police
officers plus on part time, a clerk, two full time workers, one
nearly full time and, Green Thumb worker. Summer time youth
workers are usually on our staff.

Strum was originally named "Tilden" after Samuel J. Tilden,
U.S. Senator of that day. The existence of another Tilden in
Chippewa County created confusion for the Postal Department,
hence a name change for our Community was requested.

During this time our Community was a hot bed for thae
Wisconsin Temperance Movement. As witness: abstracts for pro-
parties in the 1945 addition to the Village of strum contain a
- segment which specifically forbids the sales, purchase, -and

useage of intoxicating beverages.

A popular and frequent temperance speaker was Louis (Peter)
Strum who served on the original Board of Directors for the YMCA
in the City of Eau Claire and who later was elected state senator
from that district.

Other names were suggested but when "Strum® was brought up
as a possible replacement name, the township "fathers" of that
day bought it and so it has remained.

As has been stated, strum and its area was settled by
Norwegian immigrants. The first church, Norwegian Lutheran, was
erected roughly two miles southeast of Strum at the site of the
present West Beef River cemetery.

Relatlvely early in our history a rift occurred in the
congregatlon and a faction separated to form the st. Paul’s
congregation. A wood frame church was built on the north side of
the Buffalo River in Strum. Later in 1915 the West Beef River
faction built a church on the south side of the Buffalo River.
The friction (benxgn) between the two congregations continued.
Whenever a new famlly moved into Strum, there was a serious race
as to which minister would “capture” the newcomers for his fold.
Even marriages between members of the different congregation’s
were frowned upon.

The two churches have merged and only one edifice now
exists. BEven to this day (among the older church members) should
one be mistakenly buried in the wrong cemetery, there could be a
very large protest from the survivors.

The Norwegian language was spoken from both pulpits well
into the 1930’s. Then it changed: one Sunday each month English
was spoken. Eventually, three Sunday sermon’s were in English
and one in the Norwegian. Finally, in the early 1940’'s, only the
English language was used.

The Norwegian language was widely used in the homes. Very
often children had to be taught English after they started
school. Though Norwegian was my first language, I lucked out. I
became be-lingual at age 5 when two English speaking cousins were
added to our family.

I am told that during the early settlement of Strum, and its
area many of the pupils in the schools were fully grown men and
women all eager to learn the English language.

It was common to hear the Norwegian spoken on the streets of
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Strum. After WW2 the language disappeared except, perhaps, in

family gatherings and then spoken mostly by the older element.
Though Norwegian surnames still abound in Strum, there is

today a delightful addition of other nationalities and cultures.

We are proud of our beautiful village: its wide, well laid
out streets, its well-defined business area, its well cared for
business buildings, its beautifully manecured lawns and well-kept
homes.

Strum is a village of parks. We have roughly 400 acres of
park land: Woodland Park - South and North, Rod and Gun Club
Park, Crystal Lake Park, Crystal Lake campground, Viking Golf,
Walnut Park, strum Baseball Park and Strum Soft Ball Park.

Except for Walnut and the ball parks, all are equipped with
ghelters and picnic tables.

our busiest park is Woodland. This abuts Crystal Lake. Its
sand beach attracts hundreds of swimmers. Here, too, hundreds of
youngsters, over the years, have been taught to swim. Each
summer there is a swimming program which is sponsored by local
clubs. '

Crystal Lake is our greatest recreational resource. Though
motor boats are barred, sail boats, rowboats and canoes are used.

In 1937, a WPA (Works Progress Administration of the
Franklin Roosevelt era) project created a dam on the Buffalo
River. and thus Crystal Lake was formed. The dam itself is
unigue. The flashboards are of heavy wooden planking supported
by strategically placed steel pipes. In the event of flash
flooding, the flashboards will c¢ollapse thus relieving water
pressure and saving the super-structure of the dam.

oOover the many years since the lake was created poor farm
erosion control and poor stream bank management caused the
incursion of sediment to its floor. The need for dredging became
all too apparent. Crystal Lake District was formed in the early
1980’s. One mil was assessed each tax payer in order to form a
fund to defray the cost of lake rehabilitation.

Por the next ten years, the village explored every possible
resource from State to Federal level in an attempt to secure
supplementary funding for thig $400,000 project but to no avail.

In 1991, Strum decided to do the rehabilitation on its own.
In 1992 the project was completed. What Strum decides to do, it
doag!
Before the lake was refilled the Wisconsin Conservation
Corps from Chippewa, Eau Claire and Trempealeau Counties built
and strategically placed fish cribs on the lake floor thus
creating habitat for its many game fish.

In 1997 a sediment trap was completed near the mouth of
Johnson Creek. This Creek, though normally a benign trout
stream, can become violently wicked during and following our not
infrequent summer downpours. It is this creek that is the major
contributor of our lake flood sediment. The newly developed
"“trap" can be cleaned out periodically, thus retarding the build
- up of sediment and keeping our lake healthy.

With the mushrooming of new homes immediately following
World War two, it became necegsary to move our baseball field
from a developing residential are to its present location on land
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donated by an avid baseball fan to be used only for baseball in
perpetuity. Donation’s of money, muscles and machines created
the first lighted ballfield in Trempealeau County. The Strum

Ball Club was the leader in the bairyland Conference for years.

As the interest in baseball flagged and football attained
prominence, the field was used and abused. Today, it has been
fully restored: New bathrooms, new lights, new fencing, new
dugouts, restored bleachers and concession stand and an electric
gcoreboard.

strum is the home of the Beef River Bull Frogs. The field
is also used by Central High School and the Babe Ruth teams. It
is estimated that the field in used five hours each day and
drawing excellent crowds.

In the early 1960’s the growing interest in golf prompted
the purchase of the Even Holte farm which abutted Strum’'s
northern and eastern boundaries. A part of this acreage and
again with donated muscle, mcney and machines became our present
Viking Golf Coarse. A part became today’s Brion Airfield. One
part ig a softball field. Another is the driving range. A part
was donated to the County and became Trempealeau County’s first
County Park. The latter has now been reclaimed by the village of
Strum and is called Crystal Lake Park and Campground.

The Campground is located at the upper reaches of Crystal
Lake and adjacent to the Viking Golf Course. From the
campground, there is access to the Buffalo River Trail., The
redeflnlng of an old nature, also leadlng from there is a forth -
coming project. Nature lovers can see river otters at play,
beaver at work, egrets at their quiet hunting stance, Ospreys at
their most daring diving feats, and bald eagles majestically
viewing it all from the vantage of the tree tops. Here, too, can
be heard the summer song of our increasing bluebird population as
well as that of the many other songbirds.

There are twenty one large, beautifully wooded, and well
cared for campsites. Since the return to local control, house
power has been updated to accommodate all modern day camping
units.

There is unlimited space for primitive camping. There are
showersg, bathrooms, shelters, and picnic tables.

The campground is heavily used from early April to late
October. There have been campers here from New York to
Washington, from California to Florida and from many states in
between and including visitors from Canada.

A part of the orlglnal Holte farm is still undeveloped.
Long range plans for this area includes the creation of a nine-
hole addition to the Golf Course. More immediate plans for the
Viking Recreation area is the constructlon of a new Viking Club
House.

Strum is proud of its Recycllng and Solid Waste Management.
Together with the Town of Unity, we have had full mandatory
recycling since 1988. At the completion of the first municipal
recycllng center in the area. Glass, (whlte, brown, and green)
newsprint, cardboard, plastic, tln, alumlnum, and iron are
collected and marketed. Garbage is accepted only in official
Strum-Unity bags (at $2.50 per bag and purchasable at four
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sites). Garbage is compacted and hauled to the Northern States
Power Co incinerator in LaCrosse. Demolition material (such as
old furniture and other assorted waste debris) is hauled to a
privately owned landfill in Black River Falls.

Admittedly Strum is a bedroom town. Much of our working
populace has employment elsewhere - likely Eau Claire, a half
hour’s drive from here.

our largest employment possgibilities rest with Koxlien
Brothers Wood Products, (processors of rough lumber). BlLabe
Millworks ( processors of fine finished wood products, the school
system and the Strum Nursing Homes.

Incidentally, Strum had the first Nursing Home in
Trempealeau County.

There is today a second nursing home ~ the Family Circle.
This one is affiliated with the Tomah Veteran’s Hospital.

Oour School System is in combination with Eleva. K-3 is
housed in strum, and 4-6 in Eleva. Central High and Middle
School is located just off US 10 between Eleva and Strum.

' In May 1997, a massive 3 to 1 referendum vote approved a
near 8 million dollar renovation and building plan for the three
structures. Activity will begin in the fall of 1997.

We are proud also of our lively business district and its
wide range of goods and services.

There are many active Clubs whose concerns are not only
Civic but humanitarian.

Recreation opportunities are many. Summer activities
include baseball, softball, ewimming, boating, fishing, camping,
the Buffalo River Trall for biking, ATV~ing, walking, and horse
back riding.

Tennis and Volley Ball courts are available, and , of course
golflng.

Winter sports include skating, ice fishing, snowmobiling and
cross country skiing. If working can be considered recreational,
there ig always snow-shoveling.

Yes, we are very proud of sStrum. In that prlde, let us not
forget our people. There is a great deal of Civic pride in our
energetic, foreseeing, and progressive population.

Without them Strum would not be the place we are proud to

call “"home"|

Prepared by Ruby C. Spangberg
June 1997



